20th March, 2009

To:  
All Second Level School reps

Second Level Branch Secretaries

Executive Committee




Re: Strike action – 30th March, Industrial Action

Dear Colleague

A ballot of members of TUI endorsed industrial action and strike action up to two days.

All TUI members are directed:

1. To withdraw their services from all schools, colleges and centres on Monday, March 30th, 2009.

2. To withdraw from the following activities with effect from Tuesday, 31st March:

(a)  
Parent/teacher meetings outside of school time.

(b)  
Staff meetings outside of school time.

(c)  
School development planning meetings. 

Public service unions including the teacher unions - ASTI TUI and INTO - are taking strike action on March 30th to demonstrate their anger at the Government's inequitable and unfair handling of the current economic crisis, the pensions levy and the education cutbacks. Teachers are at the heart of their communities and fully understand the devastating effect the crisis is having on the lives of those who are losing their jobs. However, we believe that there is a fairer, better way to deal with the crisis which clearly places the greater burden on those most able to bear it. 

State examinations are designated as essential services and the State Examinations Commission has put in place contingency arrangements to deal with examinations scheduled for that day. Parents and pupils can be assured that the examinations will be implemented this year in the same professional, objective manner as hitherto.

TUI members are taking the same action as ASTI members. 

If the Government enters talks with ICTU, it is unlikely that the strike on March 30th will go ahead.

Yours sincerely

_____________________

Peter MacMenamin

General Secretary                                  

